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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Underwood et al. US 6697825 B1 (hereinafter Underwood) in view of Hill et al. US 
6023714 A (hereinafter Hill). 

Re claim 1 , Underwood teaches a device for creating a sentence having 
decoration information, comprising: 

an input unit for a user to enter a sentence in text format (Col. 25 lines 51-67 & 
Fig.10); 

a display unit for displaying an image and a sentence in text format (Col. 25 lines 
51-67 & Fig.10); 

a decoration information table for storing combinations of decoration information 
(Col. 25 lines 51-67 & Fig.10); 

a decoration information addition unit for adding the combination of decoration 
information detected by said decoration information detection unit to the sentence (Col. 
25 lines 51-67 & Fig.10). 
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However, Underwood fails to teach a decoration information detection unit for 
detecting the optimum combination of decoration information in said decoration 
information table in accordance with a request from the user; 

Hill teaches that based upon the capabilities of the output device, the layout 
generator selects a style sheet to accommodate the particular output device. The style 
sheet assigns values to format properties such as font properties, color and background 
properties, and text properties. The layout of the document is adapted to the particular 
output device by rendering the document on the output device using the values defined 
in the style sheet (Abstract Hill). 

Further, Hill teaches the dynamic adaptation of a format to an output device such 
as font, color, etc, applicable to various output device such as a PDA (Hill Col. 2 lines 
14-39). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Underwood to incorporate a decoration 
information detection unit for detecting the optimum combination of decoration 
information in said decoration information table in accordance with a request from the 
user as taught by Hill to allow for the optimization layout of the document is adapted to 
the particular output device by rendering the document on the output device (Abstract 
Hill), wherein any output device can dynamically adapt and optimize properties 
regardless whether the output is internet, computer, pda, etc. (Hill Col. 1 lines 13-39, 
overcoming previous drawbacks). 
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Re claim 2, Underwood teaches device for creating a sentence having decoration 
information according to claim 1, wherein said decoration information table comprises a 
theme-specific decoration information table for storing combinations of decoration 
information by theme, and wherein said decoration information detection unit detects a 
combination of decoration information in said theme-specific decoration information 
table based on a theme entered by the user (Col. 25 lines 51-67 & Fig. 10). 

Re claim 3, Underwood teaches device for creating a sentence having decoration 
information according to claim 1 , wherein said decoration information table comprises a 
keyword-specific decoration information table for storing combinations of decoration 
information by keyword, and wherein said decoration information detection unit detects 
a combination of decoration information in said keyword-specific decoration information 
table based on a keyword of a sentence entered by the user (Col. 25 lines 51-67 & 
Fig. 10, phrases applied to an image) 

Re claim 4, Underwood teaches device for creating a sentence having decoration 
information according to claim 1, wherein said decoration information table (Col. 25 
lines 51-67 & Fig. 10) comprises transmission-destination-specific decoration information 
table for storing combinations of decoration information by transmission destination, and 
wherein said decoration information detection unit detects a combination of decoration 
information in said transmission-destination-specific decoration information table based 
on a transmission destination entered by the user (Col. 25 lines 51 -67 & Fig.1 0). 
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However, Underwood fails to teach transmission-destination-specific decoration 
information table for storing combinations of decoration information by transmission 
destination and decoration information detection unit detects a combination of 
decoration information in said transmission-destination-specific decoration information 
table. 

Hill teaches that based upon the capabilities of the output device, the layout 
generator selects a style sheet to accommodate the particular output device. The style 
sheet assigns values to format properties such as font properties, color and background 
properties, and text properties. The layout of the document is adapted to the particular 
output device by rendering the document on the output device using the values defined 
in the style sheet (Abstract Hill). 

Further, Hill teaches the dynamic adaptation of a format to an output device such 
as font, color, etc, applicable to various output device such as a PDA (Hill Col. 2 lines 
14-39). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Underwood to incorporate transmission- 
destination-specific decoration information table for storing combinations of decoration 
information by transmission destination and decoration information detection unit 
detects a combination of decoration information in said transmission-destination-specific 
decoration information table as taught by Hill to allow for the optimization layout of the 
document is adapted to the particular output device by rendering the document on the 
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output device (Abstract Hill), wherein any output device can dynamically adapt and 
optimize properties regardless whether the output is internet, computer, pda, etc. (Hill 
Col. 1 lines 13-39, overcoming previous drawbacks). 

Re claim 5, Underwood teaches device for creating a sentence having decoration 
information according to claim 4 (Col. 25 lines 51-67 & Fig. 10), further comprising: 

an external input/output device for communicating with an external device (Col. 
25 lines 51-67 & Fig. 77 remote application); 

a transmission destination information detection unit for detecting a transmission 
destination (Col. 25 lines 51-67 & Fig. 77 remote application) by referring to said 
transmission destination information storage unit based on information from said 
external input/output device, 

However, Underwood fails to teach a transmission destination information 
storage unit for storing information about transmission destinations 

referring to said transmission destination information storage unit based on 
information from said external input/output device 

wherein said decoration information detection unit detects a combination of 
decoration information in said transmission-destination-specific decoration information 
table based on a transmission destination obtained by said transmission destination 
information detection unit. 
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Hill teaches that based upon the capabilities of the output device, the layout 
generator selects a style sheet to accommodate the particular output device. The style 
sheet assigns values to format properties such as font properties, color and background 
properties, and text properties. The layout of the document is adapted to the particular 
output device by rendering the document on the output device using the values defined 
in the style sheet (Abstract Hill). 

Further, Hill teaches the dynamic adaptation of a format to an output device such 
as font, color, etc, applicable to various output device such as a PDA (Hill Col. 2 lines 
14-39). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Underwood to incorporate a transmission 
destination information storage unit for storing information about transmission 
destinations, referring to said transmission destination information storage unit based on 
information from said external input/output device, and wherein said decoration 
information detection unit detects a combination of decoration information in said 
transmission-destination-specific decoration information table based on a transmission 
destination obtained by said transmission destination information detection unit as 
taught by Hill to allow for the optimization layout of the document is adapted to the 
particular output device by rendering the document on the output device (Abstract Hill), 
wherein any output device can dynamically adapt and optimize properties regardless 
whether the output is internet, computer, pda, etc. (Hill Col. 1 lines 13-39, overcoming 
previous drawbacks). 
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Re claim 6, Underwood teaches device for creating a sentence having decoration 
information according to claim 1, further comprising a decoration information 
analysis/registration unit for analyzing decoration information in data transmitted from 
an external device and registering the information in said decoration information table 
(Col. 25 lines 51-67 & Fig. 10). 

Re claim 7, Underwood teaches device for creating a sentence having decoration 
information according to claim 1, said decoration information table further comprising: 

a pre-registration unit for registering decoration information in advance (Col. 25 
lines 51-67 & Fig. 10); 

a user registration unit for the user to register new decoration information (Col. 
25 lines 51-67 & Fig. 10). 

However, Underwood fails to teach an external registration unit for registering 
decoration information transmitted from an external device 

Hill teaches that based upon the capabilities of the output device, the layout 
generator selects a style sheet to accommodate the particular output device. The style 
sheet assigns values to format properties such as font properties, color and background 
properties, and text properties. The layout of the document is adapted to the particular 
output device by rendering the document on the output device using the values defined 
in the style sheet (Abstract Hill). 
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Further, Hill teaches the dynamic adaptation of a format to an output device such 
as font, color, etc, applicable to various output device such as a PDA (Hill Col. 2 lines 
14-39). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Underwood to incorporate an external 
registration unit for registering decoration information transmitted from an external 
device as taught by Hill to allow for the optimization layout of the document is adapted 
to the particular output device by rendering the document on the output device (Abstract 
Hill), wherein any output device can dynamically adapt and optimize properties 
regardless whether the output is internet, computer, pda, etc. (Hill Col. 1 lines 13-39, 
overcoming previous drawbacks). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 20020069078 A1 , US 20030142126 A1, US 20030193502 
A1. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael C. Colucci whose telephone number is (571)- 
270-1847. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 6:00 pm, Monday- 
Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571)-272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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